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Foreword 

By Hadrat Mawlana Shah ‘Abdul Hamid Is'haq 
(Hafizahumullah) 

Principal, Darul Uloom Azaadville 

In his kindness Mufti Chowdhury Damat 
Barakatuhu has asked me to write a foreword to his 
kitab on Sayyiduna Hadrat Mu c awiyah I am 

not even the last person on the surface of the earth 
worthy or fit for this great and honourable task. 
But I really appreciate Mufti Saheb's kindness by 
which, Insha’Allah, I can also have a full share in 
this great and honourable work and also a full share 
in defending, honouring and expressing my 
heartfelt love and honour for the Great Sahabah 
including Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
They, are shining stars of Rasulullah 

! What can we defend and honour them? 
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By their Barakat Allah will protect us in this 
dunya and the Akhirat. Amin! 

Hadrat Mufti Saheb Damat Barakatuhu has done a 
superb job and contributed very adequately to this 
great need at this time, when some people are 
determined to try and change true realities and 
giving a totally warped picture of history and the 
Great luminaries, the Sahabah AGihsh and 
particularly one of their targets, Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah May Allah ’k%^r guide us all to 

righteousness and the best. Hadrat Mufti Saheb has 
very fairly and clearly shown the great and 
honourable position of all the Sahabah from 

the Qur’an Sharif and the Ahadith e Mubarakah and 
the great virtues and qualities of such a Great 
Person as Hadrat Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah His 

great qualities like being the scribe of Rasulullah 
and being blessed with the special du c as 
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of Rasulullah being promised with 

Jannat, his justice, generosity, being trustworthy, 
truthful and his humility and especially his love for 
Rasulullah and the Ahle Bayt And 

so many other great, great qualities. 

May Allah grant great acceptance to this 

great work, make it most beneficial for all, make it a 
means to increase our love and honour for all these 
great personalities, remove all doubts and 
misgivings about them and to be resurrected with 
them in the Hereafter! May Allah accept 

Mufti Saheb's efforts fully and bless him and all 
‘Ulama and the whole Ummat with great works of 
Din! Amin, Amin, Amin Ya RabbahAlamm!!! 

(Mawlana) c Abdul Hamid Is'haq, 

May Allah forgive him and shower His Mercy 
on him. 
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Preface 



All praise is due to Allah QZji&ZcJL, who has selected 
the illustrious Sahabah to be the rightful 

companions of Rasulullah 

May Peace and Salutations be upon our beloved 
Prophet, Muhammad who guided the 

Sahabah to the path of success, as well as 

upon his noble companions, who have been 
pronounced to be our role models, and upon his 
family and all those who follow them till the Day of 
Resurrection. 

Love and veneration for each and every SahabI 
iis an integral part of our faith. Harboring ill- 
feelings for and speaking ill of any of the illustrious 
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Sahabah puts one’s iman in jeopardy. I quote 

below a few verses from the Qur’an and a few 
Ahadith that establish the virtues of the Sahabah 


o ** . ^ ^ 0 ^ * 0 ' , * ^ o- 90 '' ^ \. * <* t 0 l 

ou> -X-C-Ij ^ ^ * c* ^U3i l9^j 

^LJaxll jjiil (iiji Uql 1^3 JjJ JU-Jlfi'il 


“And the first forerunners [in the faith] among the 
Muhajirin and the Ansar and those who followed 
them with good conduct - Allah is pleased with 
them and they are pleased with Him, and He has 
prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers 
flow, wherein they will abide forever. That is the 
great attainment.” 1 


Surah At-Tawbah verse 100 
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f. 0 ^ > > 1 •*> ** f. 

ji>-\j SjAsua ^ (JjiJJ ^ 4 JjJj 4JJl ^psXal ^jjJl dbJ j\ 



“They (the Sahabah) are the ones whose hearts 
Allah has tested for righteousness. For them is 
forgiveness and great reward.” 


odSn \jj\ sJj\j aih jUijjb jjii diiji 


“Those are the ones Allah has guided, and those are 
people of understanding.” 


^a b1 ^ 1 Jsyd ^L**a^d 1 ^ 1 (Jyj 1 d 1 



“It is He who sent down tranquillity into the hearts 
of the believers (the Sahabah) that they would 
increase in faith along with their [present] faith.” 


2 Surah Al-Hujurat verse 3 

3 Surah Az-Zumar verse 18 

4 Surah Al-Fath verse 3 

- 10 - 
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0 ^J. T- -M 55 • t * " " " .7,^ £ , , ^ 0fS5^ 

l<>^ *x) ^LAJsJl AUi -L*-^ 

ij ^LaU^wj UVj*£>jj 4JI ^ !ilja3 jjjcio l*SJ jlfcly 

(3, ci. jjl j^a |ft4Aj^j 

^ (^ywj\i JaJjLUuli ejjll ellaJu ^jjS" 

l^Lal jjl 4JJl Jl&j jllSllI ASj-* 1 

U-Jafc iy>|3 *34*"® (*4*5 ol>-l*a!l 1 jJu£j 


“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those 
with him (the Sahabah) are forceful against the 
disbelievers, merciful among themselves. You see 
them bowing and prostrating [in prayer], seeking 
bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure. Their mark is 
on their faces from the trace of prostration. That is 
their description in the Torah. And their 
description in the Gospel is as a plant which 


5 Surah Al-Fath verse 29 
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produces its offshoots and strengthens them so 
they grow firm and stand upon their stalks, 
delighting the sowers - so that Allah may enrage by 
them the disbelievers. Allah has promised those 
who believe and do righteous deeds among them 
forgiveness and a great reward.” 


^ o «•' o ^ A $ ^ o * 

Uj UJ jA£-\ U Jj 

J o ^ ^ * 0 ^ ^ **' 

i o-^j j t3$\ \jjj 


And [there is a share for] those who came after 
them (the Sahabah), saying, “Our Lord, forgive us 
and our brothers who preceded us in faith and put 
not in our hearts [any] resentment toward those 
who have believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind 
and Merciful.” 


6 Surah Al-Hashr verse 10 
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♦.£><? *i" ♦ . I^ ^ 


Their Lord gives them (the Sahabah) good tidings of 
mercy from Him and approval and of gardens for 
them wherein is enduring pleasure. 


Rasulullah warned, 

4lil 4A11 

»:• c^pT » ^ foj . °.* ♦ 0 > - TO? 0 ^ 0 ' 

JJL3 1 ^g/? * * ^^ V?* J I ^ 4 >> i ^g-^5-3 

.ejci-b jl dUij*3 jJLs (jlil j^j jlil 


“Fear Allah, fear Allah in regard to my companions. 
Do not take my companions as a target (for abuse). 
Whosoever loves them has indeed loved them for 
his love for me. And whosoever despises them has 
indeed despised them for his hate for me. Whoever 
causes them annoyance has indeed caused me 


7 Surah At-Tawbah verse 21 

8 Fadailus Sahabah 4 
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annoyance. And whoever causes me annoyance has 
indeed caused Allah annoyance. It is very likely that 
Allah will take him to task.” 


% ii> 2 » 14 &\ jSS ^ 


“Whoever speaks ill of my companions, then may 
the curse of Allah, the angels and mankind all 
together be upon him. Allah will not accept any 
obligatory actions from him nor supererogatory.” 


Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah £££$?£, aside from being his 
brother-in-law and confidant, is one of the closest 
of the companions to Rasulullah To 

speak ill of him and to slander him is a threat to 
one’s faith. Yet, he has been the target of criticism 


Sahlh Al-Bukhari 3673 
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due to the fabrications found in the history 
literature against him and his son. Lately, there 
have been exposures of some prominent 
individuals who ascribe themselves to the Ahlus 
Sunnah wal Jama c ah yet speak ill of Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah i Thus, to preserve the iman of the 
people and to refresh the love of Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah in our hearts, I was inspired to 

pen a few of his virtues. The Hadith and history 
works contain all sorts of narrations regarding him, 
reliable and unreliable. Unfortunately, just as there 
are many fabrications against Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah by the Rafidis, there are just as 

many fabrications in praises of him by the Nasibis. 
Imam Ibn Jawzi laments in his MawdiTat, 

“Fanaticism of some people who claim to be upon 
the sunnah has led them to fabricate Ahadith 
regarding his (Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah virtues 
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so that they may annoy the Rafidis, and likewise 
some of the Rafidis have fabricated Ahadith in 
dispraise of him. Both groups are in gross error.” 
Hence, I commenced with this compilation to 
gather and present a glimpse of what is reliable in 
praises of Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah is most certainly not 

in need of our praises; rather we hope that through 
this we increase in our faith and rank in the sight of 
Allah We pray and hope that Allah 

accepts this humble effort from us and 
makes this a means of our salvation on the Day of 
Judgment. 

Lastly, I would like to present my heartfelt 
gratitude to all my teachers who have engrained 
love for all the Sahabah jin me. I would also 
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like to present my earnest appreciation to all those 
who assisted in the accomplishment of this work. 

Special gratitude to the following: my esteemed 
teacher Hadrat Mawlana c Abdul Hamid Is’haq for 
the foreward, my beloved teacher Mawlana Moosa 
Kajee for reviewing and advising, my dear friend 
Mawlana Sadeelcur Rahman Miah for assisting me 
with the status of many of the Ahadith and 
Mawlana Ebrahim Noor for assisting in the editing 
of this work. Your reward is surely with Allah 

Servant of the Qur’an and Sunnah, 

Muajul I. Chowdhury (Mu c adh) 

28 Muharram 1440 AH - 28 September 2019 CE 
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Brief Biography 


The world has seen many leaders and kings, but 
very few coupled their leadership with justice. 
Injustice and oppression are often synonymic with 
leadership and kingship. Yet, the first king of Islam, 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah showed the world 

that justice and leadership can be coupled. He 
followed the footsteps of his predecessors, namely 
Rasulullah and the four rightly guided 

caliphs Hereunder are a few words to 

introduce this great personality. 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah i was born five or seven 
years prior to the prophethood of Rasulullah 
He is Abu c Abd al-Rahman Mu c awiyah 
ibn Abl Sufyan Sakhr ibn Harb ibn Umayyah ibn 
c Abd as-Shams ibn c Abd Manaf ibn Qusayy ibn Kilab 
Al-Qurashiyy Al-Umawiyy. His mother was Hind 
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bint c Utbah ibn Rabi c ah ibn c Abd as-Shams ibn 
Qusayy. His lineage meets up with the lineage of 
Rasulullah at c Abd Manaf. He and his 

family were well-respected amongst the Arabs. 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah was handsome. He was 
tall in height, fair in complexion. His skin was soft. 
He had a beautiful smile. His face expressed the 
qualities of forbearance and kindness. He would 
often dye his hair and beard with yellow dye. His 
beard would look golden. 

Islam was embedded in the heart of Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah from a young age. He brought 

faith in the Oneness of Allah and the 

prophethood of Rasulullah at the time of 

Sulh Al-Hudaybiyah. However, in fear of 
persecution from his father and family, he 
concealed his faith till the conquest of Makkah 
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when his father accepted Islam. Prior to his Islam, 
he did not play a role in the harassment 
experienced by Rasulullah and the 

Muslims at the hands of the Makkans. Despite his 
young and energetic age, he did not partake in any 
of the battles against the Muslims. 

When his family accepted Islam at the conquest of 
Makkah Mukarramah, they migrated to Madlnah 
Munawwarah. There Rasulullah feji&SSfce paired 
him with Sayyiduna Hattat ibn Yazid as 

brothers. 

Due to his honesty and reliability, Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah served Rasulullah jhyas 

his personal scribe as well as a scribe of revelation. 
He also fought alongside Rasulullah in 

the battles. Rasulullah was pleased with 

him and loved him dearly. 
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After Rasulullah Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 

continued spreading Islam, focusing on the 
Levant. He engaged in many battles in this time. 
Amongst them was the Battle of Yamamah, wherein 
he assisted in the assassination of the self- 
proclaimed prophet, Musaylamah, the imposter. He 
also served as a scribe for Sayyiduna Abu Baler 

In the reign of Sayyiduna c Umar Sayyiduna 

Mu c awiyah served as the army general of 

many battles including the famous battle against 
the Byzantine Empire. He was then appointed by 
Sayyiduna c Umar LLibsb as the governor of the 
Levant. He remained in this post till the demise of 
Sayyiduna c Umar 

Sayyiduna c Uthman maintained Sayyiduna 

Mu c awiyah’s post as the governor of the 
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Levant and added more cities and lands to his 
governorship. Here too he continued the 
propagation of Islam and also engaged in various 
battles. A noteworthy battle he fought in this time 
was the battle against the Byzantine Empire in the 
27 th and 28 th year after hijrah, where he conquered 
Cyprus and other Greek islands. This was a strategic 
and difficult battle. He undertook the first naval 
voyage to conquer this land. By accomplishing this 
incredible feat, he had earned the glad tiding 
prophesized by Rasulullah and thus 

secured Paradise for himself. 

Sayyiduna c Uthman was assassinated in the 

36 th year after hijrah. Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah LLiflsA 
sought justice for him and believed that the 
murderers should not be shown leniency. Hence, 
this led to the unfortunate long civil war between 
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the Muslims. Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah as the 

leader on one side and Sayyiduna c Ali on the 

other. It is a false rumor that Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
fought against Sayyiduna ‘All for the 

love of power. It was a matter of fighting for what 
each of them believed was correct. 

Soon after, Sayyiduna c Ali was assassinated. 

Likewise, the wretched individuals behind his 
martyrdom attempted to assassinate Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah but miserably failed. After the 

martyrdom of Sayyiduna c Ali his eldest son, 

Sayyiduna Hasan assumed the role of the 

caliph. However, considering the greater good: to 
create peace amongst the Muslims and to avoid 
conflicts and civil wars, he handed over the 
caliphate to Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah in the 41 st 
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year after hijrah. This was prophesied by 
Rasulullah decades before. 

After assuming leadership of the entire Muslim 
ummah, Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah continued 

propagating Islam and waging war against the non- 
Muslims with a great amount of his focus and 
energy against the Byzantine Empire. He had even 
assigned one army for the summer and one for the 
winter against them. 

During his caliphate, the Islamic Empire spread far 
and wide. Constantinople, the island of Sicily, 
Sudan and lands as far as Kabul and Sijistan were 
conquered. Parts of Sindh and Hind also came into 
Muslim rule during his time. 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah remained the caliph 

for nineteen years. He ruled with justice and 
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fulfilled everyone’s rights. He looked after the 
needs of his subjects. He ensured that the internal 
matters of the ummah were taken care of well. He 
had put in place and had implemented many 
systems which would make the lives of his subjects 
easier and efficient. The Muslims lived in peace and 
harmony and loved and revered Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah 

Prior to his demise, Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
became very sick. On one occasion, he fell 
unconscious. When he gained his senses, he advised 
the Muslims to fear Allah and thereafter 

passed away. Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah breathed 
his last in Rajab, 60 AH in Damascus. He had 
bequeathed that he be enshrouded with the shirt of 
Rasulullah and that the blessed 

fingernails and hair strands of Rasulullah 
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which he had preserved, be placed in his 
eyes, nose, ears and mouth. His janazah was led by 
Dahhak ibn Qays Slfefc;. He was then laid to rest in 
Damascus. 

May Allah be pleased with him and may 

He unite us with him in Jannah. 
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Qur’anic Verses 


il (j 4JJl p jiJ 

Uj i^suJlC- C-it3j iLjj ^£=u-& jJU 

jp &i jji? (25) fi 34^.j 

oJX’j Ia^j j«J Jyj(j jj 

10 ( 26 ) <k^' J!5f 'jJ^= 


“Truly Allah (alone) has granted you victory on 
many battlefields- including on the Day of Hunayn, 
when your large numbers elated you, though this 
did not avail you in anything. Thus the earth, for all 
its breadth, narrowed upon you (that day). Then 
you (believers) turned away in retreat. 


10 Surah At-Tawbah verses 25-26 
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Then Allah sent down His tranquility upon His 
Messenger and upon the believers. 
Moreover, He sent down hosts (of angels) that you 
could not see. Thus He punished those who 
disbelieved, and such is the recompense of the 
disbelievers.” 


It is a well-established fact that Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah took part in the Battle of Hunayn 

in the 8 th year of hijrah. Thus, he is from those 
illustrious companions upon whom Allah 
sent His sakinah, His divine tranquility. 


(j djxJI aJJl oU 11 } 


olj jaJ OjJj ib \j» -L*J j«a SjJijt}\ AfrUu 

(117) J Aj) 


11 Surah at-Tawbah verse 117 
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Truly Allah has already granted repentance to the 
Prophet as well as to the Emigres (Muhajirun) and 
the Helpers (Ansar), those who followed him in the 
hour of hardship (Battle of Tabuk), after the hearts 
of a party (of the believers) among them had nearly 
swerved from the path of the righteous. It was then 
He granted them repentance. Indeed, He was all¬ 
kind, mercy-giving toward them. (Tawbah: 117) 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah took part in the 
Expedition of Tabuk in the 9 th year of hijrah. Allah 
has declared that he has forgiven them 
and granted them repentance. 
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^JLc-\ illiJ j\ Jjlij jls jjijl j- 4 ^ 

^uJ^\ 4jjl JlCj (jJo\Sj Jju IjjLjjl A>-^3 

12 (10)^yo- Uq AUl^ 


“Not equal among yourselves (in the sight of Allah) 
are those who have spent (charitably) and fought 
(in the path of Allah) before the victory (at Makkah 
Mukarramah and those who did not). Those (who 
did spend charitably and fight before the victory of 
Makkah) are greater in rank than those who spent 
(charitably) and fought (in the path of Allah) 
thereafter (after the victory of Makkah 
Mukarramah). Yet to each Allah has promised great 
goodness (jannah in the Hereafter). For Allah is all- 
aware of all that you do.” 


12 Surah Al-Hadld verse 10 
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Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah according to the 

authoritative stance, brought faith before the 
conquest of Makkah Mukarramah. However, due to 
the social pressure in Makkah, he concealed his 
faith until after the conquest. Thus, Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah enjoys the virtue of being 

promised Jannah as well holding a greater rank 
than others. 

For arguments sake, if we were to take the opinion 
that he accepted Islam after the conquest, then too 
he enjoys the virtue of being promised Jannah. 

When the word husna is mentioned in the Qur’an, it 
refers to Jannah. And when Allah 
promises something, it is guaranteed; for indeed He 
does not go against His promise. 
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*S,, e>° o * -T'o' » ? >S . 

^ja Jx>; j' AUI 

( / ) | a^J>j JJJtt 4X)(j 4JJ(j 


“It may be that (in due course), Allah will establish 
genuine (mutual) love between you and those with 
whom you had enmity. For Allah is all-powerful. 

Moreover, Allah is all-forgiving, mercy-giving.” 

The exegetes have mentioned that mawaddah 
(genuine love) in this verse refers to the 
relationship that Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan and 

his family enjoyed with Rasulullah such 

as Rasulullah appointing Sayyiduna Abu 

Sufyan ils^£ as a governor and the marriage of 
Rasulullah with Umm Hablbah 

The marriage with her established the in-law 
relationship between them; Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
&J$p£ became the brother-in-law of Rasulullah 


13 Surah Al-Mumtahinah verse 7 
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and Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan the 

father-in-law. 
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He was from the close companions of 
Rasulullah 

Juu AJjlsca aS^Lo (jl ajI At 

ACO :<JIa3 AjI (jli aj^ eJCLfrj A*S^> 

4JJl i^Pr^a A3 Ajls 


Ibn Abl Mulaykah narrates that Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah &j5fg£ performed one rak c ah for witr 
salah after c Isha Salah, and at that time a freed- 
slave of Sayyiduna Ibn c Abbas was present. 

He (the freed-slave) approached Sayyiduna Ibn 
c Abbas iligk&j (and told him regarding the one 
rak c ah witr Salah). Sayyiduna Ibn c Abbas 
remarked, “Leave him (He is well aware of how to 
perform Salah), for he had indeed remained in the 
company of Rasulullah 


14 Sahlh Al-Bukhari 3764 
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He was steadfast upon the Sunnah of 
Rasulullah 

Jt s- s- ^ ^ s. 


L^ 




15 


.Ajjlsta 


Sayyiduna Abu Darda says, “I have not seen 
anyone after Rasulullah whose salah 

resembled the salah of Rasulullah more 

than (the salah of) this leader of yours, i.e. 
Mu c awiyah.” 


15 Musnad Ash-Shamiyyln lit-Tabaranl 282, Majma c Az-Zawaid 
15920 
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I^Jl3 -LXul -AvAmI ^jX- 

£. 

^ y ^Ss^y L^l (3^OwwJI Ajjlx^ j<££-\ 

AU I 3^^) ^3^^ J"^ : 3^ 6^\s^ {J$^ ) 

^3^ jl cJc>0 J **■* Cw^ Lo :3^3 C*wwJl JiO j>jj 

j^J Ail (J.^3^ L^ CAJLLs ^Jj-il 

.La^JoJ ^yo3 Ajjlata j»Ui3 ijCol^la— j'21 

Sa c Td ibn c Amr hffe; narrates that (once) Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah Cyhs^j performed c Umrah and entered 
the House (i.e. the Ka c bah). He then sent for 
Sayyiduna Ibn c Umar i IzjSti&j and sat waiting for him 
till he arrived. He then asked (him), “Where did 
Rasulullah perform Salah on the day he 

entered the House (i.e. on the Day of the Conquest 
of Makkah Mukarramah)? Sayyiduna Ibn c Umar 

16 Musnad Ahmad 23909 


- 36 - 
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replied, “I was not with him (when he 
entered). However, I entered when he was about to 
exit and found Bilal (with him). So I asked 
him where he performed Salah and he 

informed me that he perform Salah 

between the two pillars.” Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
then got up and performed Salah between 
them. 
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He was rightly guided and was a guide for 
others 

:AJj\a1 Jli 4jl jjjjJl 4JJl 

i 7 ((dj jjfclj Uj^ Lola aJou>-1 

Sayyiduna c Abdur Rahman ibn Abi c Umayrah 
narrates that Rasulullah supplicated for 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah saying, “0 Allah! Make 

him a guide (for others), rightly-guided in himself 
and guide others through him. 


17 Sunan At-TirmidhI 3842 
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Abu Idris al-Khawlani narrates that when 
Sayyiduna c Umar ibn al-Khattab dismissed 
Sayyiduna c Umayr ibn Sa c ad from (the 
governance of) Hims and appointed Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah (some of) the people began 

gossiping that how can Sayyiduna c Umayr be 

dismissed and Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah be 
appointed in his place. So Sayyiduna c Umayr 
admonished the people saying, “Do not mention 
Mu c awiyah except with good; for indeed I heard 
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Rasulullah saying, ‘0 Allah! Guide 

(others) through him’.” 

In the era of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr he 

appointed Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah as the 

governor of some of the cities in the Levant. 
Thereafter, Sayyiduna c Umar appointed him 

as the governor of Hims. Then, in the era of 
Sayyiduna ‘Uthman i&ljffi&j, he appointed him as the 
governor of the entire Levant. This shows the 
reliance all three caliphs had upon him due to his 
leadership skills and his trustworthiness. 
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Ijl (jl J^Xul 

»ly*9 &££$&) oUaiU ^ j*£. J^o ic£&$e2) jbyL<j 
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Upon the demise of Sayyiduna Yazid ibn Abi Sufyan 
& s^?j, a governor over one of the cities of the 
Levant, Sayyiduna c Umaril^S^ handed over the 
governance of his city to his brother, Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah At this occasion, he consoled 

Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan LLihjY saying, “Your two 
sons (Sayyiduna Yazid and Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 


18 Kanzul c Ummal 37550 
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are reformers. And it is not permissible for 
us to dismiss one who is a reformer.” 


Sayyiduna c Umar at the time of his death, 

prayed, “0 Allah! I make you a witness over the 
governors (I had appointed) over the cities. I had 
sent them (to the respective cities due to my 
reliance upon them) so that they may administer 
justice amongst them, teach them the their Din and 
the Sunnah of their Nabi distribute 

amongst them their spoils of war and refer to me in 
their issues in which they find difficulty.” 19 


I jjk : A-I-i jsJ j } 


20 




19 Sahlh Muslim 567 

20 As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn Khallal 669 
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Imam Mujahid ’M&f) said, “If you were to have seen 
Mu c awiyah, you would have certainly assumed him 
to be the (awaited) mahdl” 

^ *\ij e\ij elfljl jlS 4JJ1 (jiil :JIa 3 ^X3 ^aJ 
aUI jpu J 
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Hisham ibn 'Ammar ax\&z> narrates that Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah became unconscious near the 
time of his death, when he regained his 
consciousness he said, “Fear Allah for verily the one 
who fears Him, He protects him, and there is no 
protection for the one who does not fear Allah.”. 

Even at the time of his death, Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
continued to guide and remind the people. 


21 Ansabul Ashraf 424 
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His intelligence and the Du c a of Rasulullah 

: JjJb 4JJl 

1 

22 «ol^l aJj oLu^>l^ oUSOl ajjIxa ^hc- 

Sayyiduna c Irbad ibn Sariyah Sulami il narrates 
that he heard Rasulullah saying, “0 

Allah! Grant Mu c awiyah the knowledge of the book 
(the Qur’an) and accounting and protect him from 
the torment (of the Hereafter).” 



22 Musnad Ahmad 17152 
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1 

23 ((i_j1 joJl Ajjj (3 ^ j^~=> a j olxSOl a^Lc. 

Sayyiduna Maslamah ibn Makhlad &jSJg£ narrates 
that he once saw Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah &J$p£ 
eating, he indicated to him and said to Sayyiduna 
‘Amr ibn ‘As i&Sffifgj, “This cousin of yours is a 
gourmand. I say this but I have heard Rasulullah 
supplicating, ‘0 Allah! Teach him 
(Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah the book (Qur’an), 

grant him sovereignty over the lands and protect 
him from the torment (of the Hereafter)’.” 


23 Fadail As-Sahabah 1750 
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jjA hi?) ^yjl ^£- 

: J\i ?eJc>-ljJ Jij\ la Ails iAjjlsua jy^ajll j±a\ <j (ill 

24 »* * 

.A_Jij Ajl 
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Ibn Abl Mulaykah ’S\Xh3 narrates that it was said to 
Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas “Do you have 

anything to say regarding the leader of the 
believers, Mu c awiyah, for he only performs one 
rak’ah for Witr salah?” He replied, “What he has 
done is correct. He is indeed a faqlh (a jurist, well- 
versed in regards to laws of Shari’ah).” 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah was from amongst 

those Sahabah who would issue fatawa 

(legal edicts). 


24 Sahlh Al-Bukharl 3765 
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The minimum for Witr salah according to majority 
of the jurists, including Imam Shafi’I, Imam Malik 
and Imam Ahmad, is one rak’ah. Imam Abu Hanifah 
however is of the view that the minimum is three 
rak’ahs. Details can be found in the books of Hadith 
and fiqh. 


j-« La j*uJ : J\i ^Lt jZ- 

25 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas said, “There is none 

amongst us who is more learned than Mu c awiyah.” 



25 Musannaf‘Abdur Razzaq 4641 
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(jjjj '.teCi tShg O) oUaii-l JlS 


26 


AJjIaa ,n JJX-j L*J fc^lAJSj 


Sayyiduna c Umar ibn Khattab said, “You 
speak regarding the wit and intelligence of the 
Khosrau and the Caesar, whereas you have 
Mu c awiyah amongst you.” 


26 T arlkh Tabari 5/3 3 0 
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Paradise is guaranteed for him 


* £ .. . s- f- 

r l^ r lcJl3 J3 j L y^r?~ Jj^ 

jdJ Ool)) iJlS ?^^ *9 Ul ^UJl J^ :C*^9 


f ^ -5 ^ 

4Jj-Lo ^Jwh 0^ ^£jJl (J13 

*■ ^:,J\ji ?4JJi ^ U ^«. i ) Ul :C«Ju&3 ^^ajl a j-^ ■ 3 


Sayyidatuna Umm Haram narrates that she 

heard Nab! saying, “The first army of my 

ummah to undertake a naval expedition, paradise is 
assured for them.” Sayyidatuna Umm Haram U%£pg5 
says, “I asked (Rasulullah Will I be from 

amongst them?” He replied, “You will be 

from amongst them.” Thereafter, Nabi 
said, “The first army of my ummah to invade the 


27 Sahlh Al-Bukharl 2924 
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city of the Caesar, they will be forgiven.” I then 
asked (again), “Will I be from amongst them 0 
Rasulullah?” He replied, “No.” 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah the governor of the 

Levant at that time, was the general of the first 
naval expedition of Islam. The expedition took 
place in the reign of Sayyiduna ‘Uthman 
against the Byzantine Empire. Hence, this hadith is 
a glad tiding for Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah; Jannah is 
guaranteed for him. 

This hadith is also a glad tiding for Yazid ibn 
Mu c awiyah He was the first to invade the 

city of the Caesar. Just like his father Yazid 

ibn Mu c awiyah has also been the target of 

criticism due to the historic fabrications against 
him. Nevertheless, this hadith serves as a glad 
tiding for him. 
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Scribe of Revelation, personal scribe of Nabi 

\j JU3 ^L<d8-*rfJ 

OjaJI ^JuLC' :JlS :Jli 0*}U 4JJl 

:J\i <(|«ju)) :Jli il^Svjs-jjl 4jUi-Ai jd CUj *-*>-*>■ 

:J13 :Jli tijJbJo jAj Ljfc' aJjl^- iijjlswj 

28 «j»ju)) :Jli 4^uJu*»il Ji\i! cuS" L«5” ijliSOl JJ\i! jj^- 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas narrates that (initially) 

the Muslims would not look to Sayyiduna Abu 
Sufyan (with respect) nor sit in his company. 

So he (once) said to Nabi “0 Nabi of 

Allah! Confer upon me three things.” He 
replied in the affirmative. So he continued, “I have 

28 Sahlh Muslim 2501 
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the best and most beautiful (woman) amongst the 
Arab, Umm Hablbah bint Abi Sufyan; I wish to 
marry her off to you.” He ^^4%* replied in the 
affirmative. He (Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan ils^gj) 
continued, “(My son) Mu c awiyah, I request that you 
take him as your personal scribe.” He 
acceded to his request. He (Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan 
i&gfgS) continued, “I request that you assign me as 
the General of the (Muslim) Army so that I can fight 
the disbelievers as I used to fight the Muslims 
(before I accepted Islam).” He granted 

him his wish. 

Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan accepted Islam on the 

day of the conquest of Makkah in the 8 th year of 
hijrah. His daughter, Sayyidatuna Umm Habibah 
was already married to Rasulullah 
at this time. Hence, there is an apparent 
objection to the first clause in the hadith. The 
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commentators of hadith mention that there are 
two possible explanations. Firstly, when 
Sayyidatuna Umm Habibah married 

Rasulullah it was without the pleasure of 

her father, Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan Hence, he 

wished to renew the marriage between them and 
bless the marriage himself. The second possible 
explanation is that Sayyiduna Abu Sufyan 
wished to marry off a second daughter to 
Rasulullah due to the honor and blessing 

he had seen from the first. This explanation is 
taken from the hadith narrated in the Sahlhayn 
where Sayyidatuna Umm Habibah proposed 

to Rasulullah fajx&KSfee to marry her sister. In this 
case, it will be said that the name mentioned in this 
hadith is an error from one of the narrators. The 
narrator mentioned Umm Habibah in place of the 
other daughter’s name. 
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Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas narrates, “I was a 

young boy, running (and playing) with the 
children. I turned around and suddenly saw the 
Nabi of Allah behind me, coming (towards me). So I 
thought to myself, ‘The Nabi of Allah has only come 
for me. (He will certainly assign me a task)’ Thus, I 


29 Musnad Ahmad 3104 
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ran so that I could hide behind the door of a house. 
I did not look back until he caught up to me. He 
then took me by my neck and affectionately 
clapped me between my shoulders. He 

then said, ‘Go and call Mu c awiyah for me’. 
Mu c awiyah was the personal scribe of Rasulullah 
yijsiAhyi. So I hurried to Mu c awiyah and told him, 
‘Respond to (the call of) the Nabi of Allah, for 
indeed he needs (you)’.” 


4JJ1 Ajjlsco o' &£&$&> Jj-o-t 0^ 4JJ' JuX 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr narrates that 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah was the personal scribe of 
Nabi fgo. 


30 Al-Mu’jam Al-Kablr lit-Tabaranl 14446 
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Sayyiduna Sahl ibn Hanzaliyyah Ansari 
narrates that (the tribes of) ‘Uyaynah and Aqra’ 
asked Rasulullah something. He 

commanded Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah (R) to 
transcribe the response for them. He wrote it 
and Rasulullah sealed it. He 

then commanded him to give it to them. 


31 Sahlh Ibn Hibban 545 
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Muhammad ibn Ja’far ibn Zubayr narrates 

that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr was 

(once) mentioning the scribes of Rasulullah 
. He mentioned (from amongst them) 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Arqam and 


Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 


After Rasulullah 'kkjA&Xii Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
iizjok&j also served as a scribe for Sayyiduna Abu 



32 
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He maintained the supremacy and 
dominance of the Din 


AjJl Jj-jj (Jl cJiDah : Jl3 o^ ji\>- ^ 

Ijjb ‘il) AXx«-ui ij|l 
l^wL^yg A^JS" <JUt3 4«AjL1>- j-JiS- jjJl 
33 << (J*^ j-* b* cJ-Afl 

Sayyiduna Jabir ibn Samurah narrates that 

(once) when he and his father went to Rasulullah 
he heard him saying, “This Din (of Islam) 
will remain powerful and dominant until there will 
have been twelve caliphs.” He then said 

something which I was unable to hear due to the 
noise of the people. So I enquired from my father as 
to what he said. My father informed me 

33 Sahlh Muslim 1821 
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that he said, “All of them (the twelve 

caliphs) will be from Quraysh.” 

The scholars unanimously agree that Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah i was one of the twelve caliphs 
prophesized by Nabi 
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When Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah passed away, 
Dahhak came out (with the funeral 
procession) and said, “Verily Mu c awiyah, the leader 
of the believers, was a servant from the servants of 
Allah; Allah extinguished the dissentions through 
him, and he spread the dunya through him. He has 
indeed fulfilled his vow (by ruling aptly).” 



34 Ansabul Ashraf 436 
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A mercy for the ummah of Rasulullah 

|»J (*■> ‘A^?jj oj*j j-a'il 1 JJb Jjh 

|«j l&'jj Sjkal oj^h ^ jj^.; 

(Ol^kU |>£suJm9 ^il£=sj aJl& 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas ybTfife; narrates that 
Rasulullah said, “The earlier stages of 

(the leadership of) this Din is prophethood coupled 
with mercy. Thereafter, it will be caliphate-hood 
coupled with mercy, followed by monarchy coupled 
with mercy and then emirate-hood coupled with 
mercy. After that, the leaders will fiercely bite on to 
(protect) their leadership the way donkeys bite (on 


35 Al-Mu’jam Al-Kablr lit-Tabaranl 11138 
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to their food). At that time, I advise you to strive (in 
the path of Allah). 

The reign and era of Rasulullah was of 

prophethood, coupled with mercy. Thereafter, the 
reigns of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr i Sayyiduna 
c Umara^£p?j, Sayyiduna ‘Uthman i and 
Sayyiduna ‘All were of caliphate-hood 

coupled with mercy. Thereafter followed the era of 
monarchy and kingship, Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
being the first of the monarchs; his reign was 
filled with mercy, justice and stability. 




Amir al-Mu’mimn Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan 
(jl 4-01 -^yC* O^* 
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Sayyiduna c Umaribn Khattab would say, 
“Indeed, Allah has started (the leadership of) this 
Din from the beginning with prophethood coupled 
with mercy. It will then become a caliphate-hood 
(coupled with mercy) followed by a sultanate-hood 
coupled with mercy. Thereafter, it will become a 
monarchy coupled with mercy. After that, it will 
become an oppressive leadership wherein they will 



36 Mustadrak Hakim 8459 
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fiercely bite on (to protect their leadership) the 
way donkeys bite (on to their food).” 


j^> la Jlj la :cJ\i j^Lajll j»l AJtilC jX- 

j£- 4jtjl -UJJ (jl (j j -oj'i ‘A U a J I ^>al 

37 - , 
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Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah the mother of the 

believers, said, “I was very much perturbed when I 
saw the condition of the people, afflicted with 
tribulations until I even wished that Allah would 
increase in the lifespan of Mu c awiyah from my 
lifespan (due to the peace and stability established 
by him).” 


37 Muntaqa Tabaqat Abl ‘Arubah 41 
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His justice 

1 -(JVd 1 OjJjJb 
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The justice of Sayyiduna c Umaribn ‘Abdil ‘Aziz 
was (once) mentioned in the gathering of 

Imam A’mash He remarked, “(You are 
amazed by the justice of Sayyiduna c Umaribn ‘Abdil 
‘Aziz You would be astonished (even more) 

if you were to have been in the time of Mu c awiyah.” 

Someone enquired, “Are you referring to his 
forbearance, 0 Abu Muhammad?” Imam A’mash 
replied, “By Allah, no! Rather, I am referring 
to his justice.” 


38 As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn Khallal 667 





Amir al-Mu’minln Mu'awiyah ibn Abl Sufyan 
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Sayyiduna Sa’d ibn Abl Waqqas said, “I have 
not seen anyone after ‘Uthman &J5$££ who was 
more fulfilling of rights than the owner of this 
door, i.e. Mu c awiyah i 


39 Siyar A’lamin Nubala 3/150 
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jJ-C- jfciua j-« ^ H : Jli Attui?; uAjlJ-1 

OJo^j 'i pLJu\j |«JSLx 3 djo! 'i Ail 

‘i l$jl : JjJb JU3 di-Os^A ‘i j£" 

jjU ej^jjJLS Jj jJ Ajjlj (Ajjlxa SjLaj (jAj^~a< 
4 °.J^;4-^ j*o jJuJ 

Sayyiduna ‘All %£$$££ said upon returning from the 
Battle of Siffln, “0 people! Do not abhor the emirate 
of Mu c awiyah (he is just), for indeed, by Allah, if 
you were to lose him, you would see heads falling 
from the upper backs like the colocynth (plants 
falling from trees) (i.e. you would see oppression 
amongst those thereafter).” 


40 Musannaf Ibn Abl Shaybah 37854 
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His leadership skills and his generosity 

4JJl Jj-Jj Jou Co|j U : Jls jaS- l j£- 
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Sayyiduna Ibn c Umar&^i?5 said, “After Rasulullah 
I have not seen anyone more befitting of 
leadership than Mu c awiyah.” He was asked, “Not 
even Abu Bakr, ( c Umarand ‘Uthman)?” He replied, 
“(By Allah!) Abu Bakr, c Umar and ‘Uthman were 
better than him, but (by Allah!) he was more 
befitting of leadership than them.” 

Imam Ahmad among other scholars, 

explained the word aswad. to mean askha, generous. 
This characteristic of generosity of Sayyiduna 

41 Al-Bidayah wan Nihayah 8/135, As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn 
Khallal 678, Siyar A’lamin Nubala 3/152 
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Mu c awiyah is confirmed by the following 

narration. 


C^-Ojj L® : JlS 'vA^C AAi'iy g; ^£- 

^ AL« j jijJ j£" ‘Asjbt® j^o dlUJ 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I have not seen a 

man more befitting for leadership than Mu c awiyah. 
People would come to him with such high hopes 
(and needs) as though he was a large water valley. 
He was neither miserly nor niggardly, nor was he 
ill-mannered or hot-tempered.” 


42 Musannaf‘Abdur Razzaq 20985, Siyar A’lamin Nubala 3/153, 
Tarlkh Dimashq 59/175 
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His patience and forbearance 

AjjLfca ijjlii 'Ali 

Sayyiduna Ibn c Umar$%2|Si> said, “Mu c awiyah is the 
most forbearing of people.” 


Ajjlsta Lajj (j^ <^-111 Jl*& J\ij 

, 44 *LaAiJLa Cob La : JLa 3 AlLjufe/ 

‘Abdul Malik ibn Marwan ’M&k) mentioned once 
that he had not seen anyone similar to Sayyiduna 
Mu’awaiyah in respect to his patience, 
forbearance and kindness. 


43 Muntaqa Tabaqat Abl ‘Arubah 41 

44 Al-Bidayah wan Nihayah 8/135 
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45 . ( j*)Ul j^> jLuL<J jd ^ 

c Abdul Malik ibn ‘Umayr ’Mx. said, “Mu c awiyah 
ibn Abi Sufyan was the most forbearing of people.” 
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, 46 AjjIx« 

Qabisah ibn Jabir ZtiXhjsays, “I have not seen 
anyone with more forbearance, more worthy of 
leadership, more dignity, more kindheartedness or 
more rigorousness in righteous deeds than 
Mu’awaiyah.” 

45 As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn Khallal 686 
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He was trustworthy and truthful 

■S / ^ J, S- S- S- 
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Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas narrates that 

Sayyiduna Mu’awaiyah informed him that he 
saw Rasulullah trimming his hair with a 

short-edged arrow. Mujahid and ‘Ata hs'Ui*j said to 
Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas “This (hadith) has 

only come to us from Mu c awiyah.” Sayyiduna Ibn 
‘Abbas assured them that Sayyiduna 

Mu c awiyah (was truthful and trustworthy 
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and that he) was never suspected (of erring or 
lying) regarding Rasulullah 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah was from the senior 

Sahabah Many of the Sahabah 

narrated Hadith from him. Amongst them were 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas Sayyiduna 

Abu Sa’id Khudri Sayyiduna Abu Darda 

Sayyiduna Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah 
Sayyiduna Nu’man ibn Bashir Sayyiduna 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn ‘As Sayyiduna Wail 

ibn Hujr Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr 

and Sayyiduna Saib ibn Yazid X 

From the Tabi’in, Sa’id ibn Musayyab ilifeh 
‘Alqamah ibn Waqqas ‘Urwah ibn Zubayr 

l {Zs^fej, Muhammad ibn Hanafiyyah (ibn ‘Ali) 
and many others narrate from him. 
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His Humilty 


4 JJI Jj—jj Cam : Jlii AJjlxa ^ 

I^JLwLs <*] ^1 o^« 
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«jUJl ^j-a eJJula 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah i%|p6 once came to his 
courtroom and the people around him stood (to 
welcome and honor him). Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
rebuked them saying, “I heard Rasulullah 
saying, ‘Whoever is pleased that people 
appear before him standing (up for him), then let 
him make his abode in the Hellfire.’” 


48 Musnad Ahmad 16918 
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Abu Himlah narrates that he saw Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah &J$p£ addressing the people in 
Damascus from the pulpit while he was wearing a 
patched shirt. 


49 Zuhd li Ahmad 965 
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Yunus ibn Maysarah 4jjfe; narrates that he saw 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah in the marketplace of 
Damascus with a servant trailing behind him; he 
was wearing a shirt which had a patched pocket. He 
was in this manner while strolling the marketplaces 
of Damascus. 
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Rasulullah wished for his and his 

family’s honor 

U :cJ\i iiL^S- JSJb O s-\s>- :cJ\i ^j£- 
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51 «oJuo '-bah$» Jli 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah ^^6 narrates that once 
Sayyidatuna Hind bint ‘Utbah (the mother of 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah &j5p£) came (to Rasulullah 
^4^]]^) and said, “0 Rasulullah! There was a 
time (in my life) when there was no family on the 
surface of the earth I wished to see their 
degradation more than I did your family, but today 

51 Sahlh Al-Bukharl 3825 
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there in no family on the surface of the earth I wish 
to see honored more than I do your family.” 
Rasulullah remarked, “I too (wished 

similarly), by Him in whose Hand my soul is.” 




Amir al-Mu’minln Mu'awiyah ibn Abl Sufyan 

He is the maternal uncle of every believer 

y> AjJl -^£- U1 JL*i Aj! Siiliifc} uJU? jd yf- 

Jl >■ j*£- ?(jCwayll 
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52 .|«JO : J\i ?(jCLajil Jl>- AJjIxa 

Abu Talib 4isfe; narrates that he asked Imam 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal &?<&>, “Can I say that Mu c awiyah 
is the maternal uncle of the believers, and likewise 
Ibn ‘Umar?” Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal replied, 
“Definitely! Mu c awiyah is the brother of Umm 
Habibah Cli4|5h, the daughter of Abu Sufyan CaSsh 


52 As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn Khallal 657 
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and the wife of Nabi and Ibn 

c Umar$J^£Mj?5 is the brother of Hafsah (the 

daughter of c UmariX^^ and) the wife Nabi 

Abu Talib again asked, “Can I say 

Mu c awiyah is the maternal uncle of the believers?” 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal replied in the 
affirmative. 
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Harun ibn ‘Abdillah once informed Imam 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal ’MX&j that he received a letter 
from Raqqah that a group of people (from amongst 
them) said, “We will not say that Mu c awiyah is the 
maternal uncle of the believers.” Imaam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal ’M became angry and said, “What is their 
objection here? They shall be alienated until they 
repent (from this gross statement of theirs).” 


53 As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn Khallal 658 
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Abul Harith £u \Xhj narrates that a piece of paper 
was given to Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (with 
the following question): What do you say - may 
Allah have mercy upon you- regarding a person 
who says, “I do not consider Mu c awiyah to be a 
scribe of (writing the) revelation nor do I consider 
him to be the maternal uncle of the believers, for 
indeed he has forcefully taken it with the sword.” 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal replied, “That is an 

54 As-Sunnah li Abl Bakr ibn Khallal 659 
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evil downright statement. Such people must be 
shunned and their gatherings must be avoided. And 
we shall expose their (evil) matter to the people.” 


Jli la Jjju la 4 ^ JJ\i 

55 •*>*}* d'i 

A man enquired regarding Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 
from Imam Hakam ibn Hisham He 

replied, “He is the maternal uncle of every 
believer.” 


55 Tarlkh Dimashq 1710, Thiqat lil-‘Ajali 318 
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‘Abdul Malik ibn ‘Abdil Hamid Maymuni AjUJA) 
narrates that he asked Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 
’MXhj, “Did Nabi not say, ‘Every tie of 

marriage and blood will come to an end (on the Day 
of Resurrection) except my ties of marriage and 
blood’.” Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal MXzZ) affirmed 
this narration. ‘Abdul Malik ’M&Z) then asked, “Is 
this (also) for Mu c awiyah?” Imam Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal replied, “Of course! He has ties of 
both, marriage and blood (with Rasulullah 
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c Umaribn BazI’ says, “I wanted to speak ill of 
Mu c awiyah but ‘Ali ibn ‘Abdillah ibn ‘Abbas 
forbade me saying, ‘Take it easy! Do not speak ill of 
him, for indeed he is the brother-in-law of 
Rasulullah 


57 As-Sunnah li Abi Bakr ibn Khallal 656 
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His Love for Rasulullah 
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Umm ‘Alqamah f Mx£s£ narrates that Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah (once) came to Madinah. He sent 
a message to Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah 'Z&gjgS requesting 
her to send him the plain coarse robe of Rasulullah 
and (a few strands of) his (blessed) hair. 
She sent them to him; he took the plain coarse robe 
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and wore it (seeking the barakah of Rasulullah 
. He took the (strands of) hair and 
requested for water. He then washed it and drank 
(some of) the water and poured (the remaining) on 
his skin (seeking the barakah of Rasulullah 

This narration shows the immense love that 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah had for Rasulullah 

This narration also shows the reliance 
and trust that Ummul Muminln Sayyidatuna 
‘Aishah had for him; she lent him such 

special sentimental and dear items. 
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Maymun ibn Mihran &\X&j narrates that Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah said in his terminal sickness, “I 
used to assist Rasulullah in performing 

the wudu. He (once) said to me, ‘Shall I 

not give you a shirt to wear?’ I replied, ‘Of course! 
May my father and mother be sacrificed for you (0 
Rasulullah).’ He then took off the shirt 

that was on him and put it on me. He 

59 Ansabul Ashraf 431 
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(once) clipped his fingernails and I took the (nail) 
clippings (and preserved them). So, when I die, put 
that shirt on me and take the nail cuttings and 
place it in my eye, for perhaps Allah may have 
mercy upon me because of its blessing.” 




Amir al-Mu’minln Mu'awiyah ibn Abl Sufyan 

His Love for the Ahlul Bayt 
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Muhammad ibn Ya’qub Dabbi narrates that 
when Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan 
would meet Sayyiduna Husain (ibn ‘Ali) he 

would greet him saying, “Welcome and feel at 
home o son of Rasulullah 
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Muhammad ibn Ya’qub Dabbi bi'b^ narrates that 
when Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan 
would meet Sayyiduna (‘Abdullah) Ibn Zubayr 
he would greet him saying, “Welcome o 
cousin (aunt’s son) of Rasulullah and the 

son of the hawarl (disciple) of Rasulullah 


61 Tankh Dimashq 28/166 
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Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas said, “How excellent 

was Ibn Hind! He was our leader for twenty years. 
He never harmed us from the pulpit nor from the 
(royal) carpet. He maintained his reputation and 
protected our dignity. He treated us well and 
fulfilled our needs.” 
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63 .^Jl*? :cJ\i 


Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah once asked 

Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah “(0 mother!) How is 

my dealing with you and how well am I looking 
after your needs?” She replied, “Well.” 


63 Musnad Ahmad 16832 
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Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah once wrote to the 
mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah 
i £pJS$££ 7 requesting her to pen for him a concise 
counsel. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah <£Zj5$s£ wrote to 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah, “Peace be upon you. As for 
what follows: Indeed I heard Rasulullah 
saying, ‘Whoever seeks the pleasure of Allah while 
displeasing the people, Allah will suffice him from 


64 Sunan At-TirmidhI 2414 
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the people. And whoever seeks the pleasure of the 
people while displeasing Allah, Allah will hand his 
matters to the people. And peace be upon you.’.” 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah resorted to his 

spiritual mother, the mother of the believers, for 
advice. Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah advised him in a 

loving manner just as a mother would advise her 
son. This hadlth also shows his humility; he 
referred to his subjects for advice. 
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When the news of the death of Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah il reached Sayyiduna Husain 
he recited inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi rajiun and prayed 
for him, “May Allah have mercy upon Mu c awiyah.” 
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Comments of the Sahabah Tab’iin 

and the salafiofafe regarding him 

.j^Xajll All Jf .jl la 

Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas said to Sayyiduna 

Mu c awiyah “Allah will not sadden me nor 

distress me as long as He keeps the leader of the 
believers (Sayyiduna Mu'awiyah alive.” 


66 Tarlkh Dimashq 59/197, Al-Bidayah wan Nihayah 8/138 
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|dJ«3 DJ^C' (Jl5 
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‘Urwah narrates that whenever Sayyiduna 
Miswar (ibn Makhramah) would mention 

Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah he would invoke 

blessings upon him. 
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‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak was asked if 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah was better or 
Sayyiduna c Umaribn Abdil ‘Aziz He replied, 
“(By Allah!) The dust that entered the nostrils of 
Mu c awiyah while he was with Rasulullah 

is better than c Umaribn Abdil ‘Aziz.” 


Some narrations mention “the nostrils of the horse 
of Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah Some narrations 

also mention “a thousand times better”. 69 


68 Shari’ah 1955 
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‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak ’MXzi) was asked if 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah was better or 
Sayyiduna c Umaribn Abdil ‘Aziz He replied, 
“Mu c awiyah perfomed salah behind Rasulullah 
He said ‘sami’allahu liman 

hamidah (Allah listens to the one who praises Him)’ 
and Mu c awiyah said thereafter, ‘rabbana wa lakal 
hamd (0 our Lord! To you alone belongs all praises)’. 
What doubt (in regards to who is better) is there 
after this (virtue)?” 
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Mu’afa ibn ‘Imran Sjifej was asked, “0 Abu Mas’ud! 
Where is c Umaribn Abdil ‘Aziz compared to 
Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan?” (Upon hearing this 
question), he became infuriated and said, “None 
can be compared to the Sahabah of Rasulullah 


71 Tarlkh Baghdad 134 







Amir al-Mu’minln Mu'awiyah ibn Abl Sufyan 

Mu c awiyah was his companion, his 
brother-in-law and his scribe and confidant upon 
the revelation of Allah. Indeed Rasulullah 
said, “Refrain from (speaking ill of) my companions 
and my in-laws, for indeed whoever speaks ill of 
them, then may the curse of Allah, his angels and 
the whole of mankind be upon him.” 




Amir al-Mu’minln Mu'awiyah ibn Abl Sufyan 

J*S- cJi : Jli J=* S) 0 s * 

s- "S- * ^ / 

-U£- {ji j* fr jl Ajjlsuo : J-Odl U^J 1 :k (J*i>- 

j*uJij U-*J Ajjlstsll :JIa 3 ?jjyx!l 

J13 • AUl 

72 ((j*4*fl CAbu ^ja]I (j. 

Abu Bakr Marwadhi narrates that he 
enquired from Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 4is \X&> 
regarding the better of the two: Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah or Sayyiduna c Umaribn Abdil 

‘Aziz "MX^. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal replied, 
“Mu c awiyah is definitely better. We do not compare 
anyone with the Sahabah of Rasulullah 
for indeed NabI said, ‘The best of people 

is my generation in which I was sent’.” 
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Mu’afa &\Xbj was asked whether Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah was better or Sayyiduna Abdul 
‘Aziz 4jii&y He replied, “Mu c awiyah is better than 
six hundred (leaders) alike to c Umaribn Abdil 
‘Aziz.” 
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Ibrahim ibn Maysarah hfixb narrates that he never 
saw c Umaribn Abdul Aziz ’MXjkj hitting anyone 
except one person who spoke ill of Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah i&Sffi&j; he flogged him (a few) lashes. 
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Fudail (ibn Tyad) said, “The most hopeful of 
my deeds, according to me, is (my) love for Abu 
Bakr, c Umarand Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn Jarrah, and my 
love for (all) the companions of Muhammad 
(in general).” He would invoke mercy upon 
Sayyiduna Mu'awiyah and say regarding 

him, “He was from the scholars among the 
companions of Muhammad 
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Imam Nasai Sjifej was asked regarding Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan the companion of 

Rasulullah He replied, “Islam is like a 

house with a door. The door of Islam is the Sahabah 
j fepjSti&j. Thus, whoever attacks the Sahabah 
indeed wishes (to harm) Islam, just like the one 
who pierces a hole in the door (of a house, in 
reality) wishes to enter the house. Therefore, 
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whoever wishes (to harm) Mu c awiyah in 

reality wishes (to harm) the Sahabah^^^.” 


^ s- s- ^ + . 

^ 4jL^>- ui jl 411 jSj 

4JJ1 cxaji 131: JUi ipu-Q^ej ajjIjwj 

Imam Zufar 4jifo^ narrates that Imam Abu Hanifah 
was enquired in regards to the matters 
between Sayyiduna ‘All and Sayyiduna 
Mu c awiyah and the martyrs of Siffin. He 
replied, “When I enter the court of Allah 
he will question me in regards to those issues for 
which he has made me responsible. He will not 
interrogate me in regards to their matters.” 
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The dispute that took place between the two 
illustrious Sahabis was centered upon what 

each of them truly felt and understood to be the 
correct stance. Their dispute was sincere and for 
the sake of Allah Both have already 

received their rewards and have secured their 
abode injannah. 

We, the Ahlus Sunnah, maintain our silence in 
regards to the disputes that took place between the 
Sahabah It is futile for us to engage in 

discussions in this regard. We should take them as 
our role model and prepare for our abode in 
Jannah. 

We pray that Allah fills our hearts with 

love for all of the Sahabah and that He joins 

us with them in the Hereafter. Amin. 
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Suggested Reading List Regarding 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah 

Mu c awiyah Shaykh Dr. ‘All Sallabi 

Tathirul Jinan wal Lisan, Hafidh Ibn Hajar 
Haythami 

Mu c awiyah aur Tarikhi Haqaiq, Mufti 

Muhammad TaqI ‘Uthmani 
Sayyiduna Mu c awiyah Dispelling the 

Distortions of History, Mawlana Zafar Iqbal 
Badrul Layali sharh Badul Amali, Mufti Rida ul 
Haqq 

Amir Mu c awiyah Shaykh Muhammad 

Nafi’ 

Al-Ahadithun Nabawiyyah fi Fadli Mu c awiyah 
ibn Abi Sufyan Shaykh Muhammad Al- 

Amin Ash-Shanqiti 
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Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan Amirul Muminin wa 
Katibu Wahyin Nabiyyil Amin, Shaykh 
Shahhatah Muhammad Saqr 
Unsheathing the Arrowhead in Defense of 
Mu c awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan, Shaykh Sa’d Subay’i 
Mu c awiyah Mawlana Mahmud Ashraf, 

translated into English by Mufti Mu’adh Chati 
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A Glimpse into the Virtues of 

Amir al-Mu’minln 

Mu'awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan 




